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The Willington School.

Editor Press and Banner

I find in the columns of your paper of
July Tth, an article, written it would

" seem from its tone and temper, for the

purpuse of disparaging Dr. Waddell and
his gelebrated school at Wiliington, one
of the most famous and successful
teachers ever known in this country, il
we are to judge by the number of dis-
tinguished men, who received thzir
Academic training under him, as well as
by the number. oi‘lcas extensively known
more humble, but neverthelaqs useful
citizens, who 'were once his pupils-
Many of fhe latter, although “unknown
to fame,” exerted a powerful influence
in moulding the character of a large and
intelligent portion of the District. To
the former was South Carolina greatly
indebted for_ the high position wiich
she once occupied among the '‘State of
the Union.

It is far from my intention to ultera
word in detraction of the teachers
mentioned in your article. Some have
done and are still doing useful work and

-many of their pupils have been an honor

to the State, but when you make unfair
and unjusc comnparisons between any of
these teachars, and their pupils, and Dr.
Waddell and his pupily, I must enter a
protest, particularly when such com-
parisons are made to the disadvaninge of
the latter.

To what legend is it that you refer  as
having been ‘“so. often repeated by
Judges, literary speakers and orators
that the people know in by heart not-
withstanding the fact that all such
statements or inferences, are subject to
a thousand disprovals by tangible facts
ani by volumes of indisputable exvidence

'yl.*l. strange as it may appear no man has

ever corrected these statements.”

- Btrange indeed passing strange, that it
was regerved for the editor of the Press
and Banner to correct the “error of
these #®tatements” which have been
rui)eflte'ti for nearly three-fourths of a
century “by_Judges, literary speakers
and orators,” during the lifetime of those
most deeply interested in their correc-
tion’ and at a time avhen *the *tangible
facts by which to disprove them were
more accessible than they are to the
editor of tho Press and Danner. Ycu
charge Col. Hurry Hummond with a
¢‘lack of correctness in historical (acts,”
which, yon say, *it iz presumed he
intended td perpctuate in his excellent
history of South Carolina in mentioning
the Willington Aecademy as conduected
by Dr. Waddell, without naming any
other, 7and refers to Col. ‘Hammond’s
gtatement that *the wild woods of the
Savannah resounded with the echoes. of
Homer and Virgil, and Cicero-md
Horace as the winged words issued from
the lips of this vencrable preceptor or
his arcent . diseples,” Wherein has Col,

"Hammond been guilty of “incorrectness

- in historical facts” letmé ask ? Has he

- misstated them ? Or dovg hiz great sin

‘-¢onsist in his eulogizing the renowned

excepting Dr,

" ealled * The Just” and

~ make it appear that Dr.-
~famne a8 a teacher risis alone upon his

teacher and his “ardent disciples”? Has
such praise repcated as it has been for
more than half a century by *“Judges,
literary apeakers; and orators’ because
unpleasant ? Dues it suggest silent

comparisons ? :
There were those in A thens who

became tired of hearing Aristides
he was ban-

ished.
. You say that “the story of Dr. Wad-

dell’s school. is dlways incamplete
without 1eference  to Geo. McDuffie
whose name is mentioned in - relizious
respeet, not only for his -greatness but
for the honor of his teacher, and after
his name a half dozen other lesserlights
are nsually tacked on as a tail to the
kite,”” -and you asssert that you -‘can
name ag many and ns great men who
were taught by James [, Lesloy. as
were over taught by Dr. Waddell.

You charge Col. Hammond with
“perverting historical facts* becausé He
olnits to mention nny other schoo:
Waddells, but have you
not been guilty of a greater perverison

. 'of hisworical facts; not ‘only in making

the charge against Col. ' Hammond
which is not true as he does mention
‘severd] other schools in the county
besides Dr. Waddell’s but in_trying to
Waddell’s

having taught McDnffiie. - - -
' 1

r o ot 3
cledthe pupils taught by Mr. Lesley

whom it & claimed by, you was “agreater
teacher than Dr. Waddell ever was,”
and you nssert that you “can name as
many and as great men who were taught
by the former as were taught by the lat-
ter” Now for the proof “You have
published your -roll, and although
comparifans are odious. ] -will .accept
your challenge and leave it toan unpre-
judiced public decide.

I'rom among the names of Dr. Wad-
dell’s pupils I'll mnention Wm. H, Craw-
ford of Georgin, Eldred Simkins and
John C. Calhoun, then a few years alter
these come W. D, Martin Judge and M,
C.; James L. Pottigru, the eminent law-
yer; Adrew Covan, M. C.;: Hugh 8. Le-
gare, M. C, Attorney General, Foreign
and Cabinet Minister: George McDuffiie,
M. C., Governor, United States Senator :
George R. Tillman, M. C. and Governor
Georgia ; George Carey, M. C., Georgia i
John Walker, M. . Alabama: Henry
V. Collier, M. C. and Chaucellor, Ala-
bama ; George \V. Crawflord, M. C. and
Governor, Georgia ; Pa®tick Nobly, Gov-
ernor ; D. L. Warélaw, Judge; T. H.
Wardlaw, Chancelior ; A. B, Longstreet
Judge, President of Oxford College and
also of South Carolina College ; and last-
ly the inimitable Ned Brace of the
“Georgia Scenes’™® Do you eall all of
these small lights ? even lesser than—
MecDuffie ? Are there not many even in
the above list Lefore whose brilliancy
your list dwindles and. pales? How
many colleges are  theye that can
boast'such an array of great numes up-
on the roll of their.Alumni ? Some of
them have made reputations not confin-
¢d to the American Continent, and will
you compare any pupil ever taught by
any of the teachers ramed by you to
some of these ? 1In a tribute to Dr. Wad-
dell oue of his distinguished pupils said:
“From under the teachings of this man
have gone forth one Vice President, and
many Forevign and Gabinel ministers, and
Benalors, Congressmen,  Governors,
Judges, Presidents and  Professors of
colleges, eminent divines, barristers,
jurists, legislators, physicians, militarv
and naval officers.”

are all these statements and infer-.
ences subject to a thousand disprovals
by tangible facts and volames of indis-
putable evidence ?  If so, [ eall upon
you to disprove them. Yosu have under-
taken to do so, and alter voluntarily as-
suming the respounsibility yeu will be
expected to gdo it.  Although, as you
have said, these statements have been
“repeated by Judges, literary speakers
and orators, until the public know them
by heart,” still no one in all that time
has ventured to deny them. You have
given the names of soveiul wiv were
not tanght by Mr. Lesly. [Eldred Simp-
kins was a pupil of Dr. Waddell in 1800
at the saume time with W. H. Crawford
und John C. Calhoun, long bLefore Ar.
Lesly was born. Whittield Brooks,
father of Hon. Preston 3., wus a student
in the South Carolina College in 1812,
also before or nea¥ about the time Mr,
Lesly wus born,  ‘I'* €. Perrin was in
college in 1826, six years in advance of
Mr. Lesly who was in the class of 1832,
W. C. Moragne went to college from the
Willington school with P. 8. Brooks and
H. G. Middleton with whom he roomed
so the Iatter informed me. Mr. Editor,
when your list is reduced to its proper’|
er length, some of the most importand
and prominent names are lost to the tail
of your elaborate kite. So, Mr. Editor,
You must reconstruct it. Another error
into'which you have fallen is the state-
ment madas by youy that “abaut the same
time that Dr. Waddell taught his famous
sohool at Willington there wasan institu-
tien of learning at Due West presided
over by snch--as the DPresslys and
Youngs.”” “From the year 18006 to 1810,”
says the author to whom [ am mdobted
for wuch valuable information about
the Willington school taught by Dr.
Waddell, “was the most fruitful of greatd
men of any period of the same length,
during the whole time of Dr. Waddell's
instructorship, and it was during the pe-
riods includings: these dates that he
sen forth the McDuflies, Legares,
&c” Tho aoademy at Due West was
not in existence at that time,

I will make no issue with you, Mr.

liditor, as to the comparative grntﬁess
of McDuffie and any one whom: you may
consider greater, netther your. opiniou
nor mine is of any éonsequence, and can
neither add to nor” detract from their

o

iny | (ame, but I'can ut leastgive the opinions

«|of thosf eminently .ea]mbla of judging.: its

Dr.! ‘lgm H.

ment proposed in honor of the South
Carolina College, said “as I boasted in
no vain spirit however at Cambridge, so
I boast here that we have produced at
least one scholar.of which any College
and any country might well be prond.
No name stands higher in this coun-
try than Hagh §S. Legare. In the
works of public life though we are not
yet fifty years old we have sent men to
the councils of the nation with whom it
was perilous for the boldest and best
from other quarters to enter the lists in
intellectual strife. Need T tell you of
McDuffie ? Ho was one of the few men
that could still to silence and chain in
profoundest attention that most tumult-
uous, nost disorderly, most ungovern-
able of all public bodies, the House of
Lepreseittatives of the United States. Tt
hung with breathless interest on his
lips. Lake Pericles, for it was of Peri-
cles and not Demosthenes, that Aris-

'tophanes wrote the sentence he wielded

at will that fierce democratic.”

In concluding Dr. Thornwell proposed
as a toast A name which is found on
the list of your alumni, and wmay I not
suy it, it is rather a glory to you than to
him that his name is found on your cat-
ulogzue,

Now, Mr. Iiditor, upon such an ocea-
sion, in the presence of statesmen, liter-
ary men and orators, Dr,
college president, and a man Known
threnghout the Union, in presenting to
the assembly two names fromthe list of
graduates of the South Carolina College
“of whom any college and-any country
might well be proud,” he said, named
two who had been taught by Dr. Wad-
dell at his “littla Willington school,”
and the one whose name Dr. Thornwell
gave as toast was also n pupil under the
same teacher, all three De. Waddell’s
pupils. i

In Gov. Perry's “lleminiscenses of
Public Men)” he says @ -1 once Jheard
Gov. Orr tell Mrs, Wade Hampton, the
daughter of (en. McDuflie, that Colonel!
Benton said to him many years ago that
McDuftie was the cqual of Demosthenes
in his prime. lle could stir up the hu-
man heart ns few public speakers have
been able to du in' ancient or modern
times.”

. Gov. Ieivy in speaking of MeDuflie
says : “He had no rival at the bar and
stood aloné. Indeed he was a great man
and a great orator. His style of speak-
ing was Demosthenian, and for invection
and denunciation he was the equal of
the great Atheuian  His roplies in de-
bate were terriffic.”

I'once heard Col. Wm. Preston, who
was a college-mate of McDuffie, say that
he fully sustuived in colloge the brilliant
repuiation which he had gained at Dr.
Waddell's school,.and stood at the head
of his class from the first without any
contestant. He also said that he consid-
ered McDuffie one of the greatest ora-
tors of his age. _

Will such.men as Dr. Thornwell, Col.
Benton, Cel. Preston and Gov. Perry.not
be considered good autharity ? I am
thus particdlar, as comparison is made
between McDuffie and others] ani I
wish to prove that he was regarded as a
truly great man by those who were
highly competent of forming a correct

estimate of him. I give the recorded
opinién of others. There is no “legend”
about this, Mr. Iditor. Such a mman
with such a record would be a considor-
able *tail to aity kite”—a metcoric one.

But McDuffie was only one of the many
of Dr. Waddell’s pupils who became fa-
mous. Are thers not some whose name
are not even more exlensivr:ly known
than MLDuﬂlL ? Then how ean you say
that you “can- name as meny and as
great men who wera tatught by James
L. Lesly as were ever tanght by Dr.

Waddell ?? _ -
Io your notice of l’roh- R. Means Dav:

is’ address in Due West, at the lNorma_l

Institute in which he took issue with’]

you in your depreciation of Dr. " Waddell
and McDuffie, nt which he was loudly
applauded, you gay that you bhad been
doing a little “image breaking.” Ii yon
had in: fact destroyed the imnges, you
erccted nothing beiter in their stead,
but you'are innocopt of the act, how-
ever criminal may have been” your in-
tention. The fmnges are still’ standing
intact, they have only been a- little be-
danbed. In the same paper you adwmit
that Dr. Waddell was a good tencher, but

dony that be wasa good scholar. 1 will

not undertake to pass judgment on h
soholq‘ship.. hul leat ii w’or_}--__ yeak f

| South Carolina College.

Thornwell, a |

| pride®

From what do you judgs ?
Look at the list of great men taught by
Dr. Waddell, and if you judze by the
thorough preparation of his pupils  for
college which is after all, perhaps,
about as sure a test as any we can pro-
duce. I'll direet your attention to the
fact that he prepared John (€. Zalhoun
for the Junior class in Yale Colleze
in two years after he commenced the
study of Latin and Greek, and [ have
in my possession a letter written by one
of the former Governors of South Caro-
lina, upwards of three quarters of a cen-
tury ago, from Princeton College, in
which he says : “I was examined by the
faculty of the college to-day, and was
admitted into the Junior class.”” No
“legend” or tradition about this. 'The
“tangible facts” are in my possession by
which to prove what I say. MecDuffe
also entered the Junior class in the
Now let the
public judge whether or not any country
school teacher could have cstablished
such a reputation as he did, could
have achieved such wonderful re-
sults, and could hiive prepared pupils so
well for the Junior class in sueh colleges
as Princeton, Yanle'and the South Caro-
lina Colllege where they at once took
the first rank without being a good
scholar ?

Dr. Wuddell’'s admirers do not claim
for him that he was a profound echolar,
nor do they cliim as you gay they do,
that he was “tLe only great teacher we
ever had,” but they do elaim that he was
one of the most, if not the mosl success-
ful teacher, ever known in this country,
and they morcover challenge a compari-
son between the pupils taught by him
and those tnught by any other one
teacher in the Union. The list is one
to which his countrymen can point with
But let me here say that the
credit of producing such grand refults
must not be given ta Dr. Waddell, al-
though it is Ilrgely due to him. 'lh_'re
is no doubt but that he had better ma-
terial to work upon than was furnished
other teachers, some of his pupils would
have been great if Dr. Waddell had’
never lived. You say that it “was not
possible for Dr. Waddell to have taught
as  ccessfully with™ his old books aund
methods as the teachsrs of the present
day with the new books and new meth-
ods now in use.” So much theinore
credit is due Dr. Waddell judging by
what he accomplished in the absence of
such advantages as the teachers have in
the present day. But would not his
method be new to-day™ And may- not
hia success be largely due to it, which
is now-perhaps onc of the “Jost arts”?
One of his pupils of the year 1808, who
in after life bacame WIdBIy known thus

graphically describes it ;
*His governmeat was one of" muchmg

moral suasion, but he administered it ih
a new way. Instead of infusing it gently
into the hbkad and -heart, and letting it
percolate through thesystem and slowly
neutralize the ill humoers with which it
came in contact he appli&d it to the ex-
tremities, and drove’it right up to the
head and heart by percussion. He seem-
ed to regard vices as consuming fives
and adgpted the engine process of ex
tinguishing them,
: 2 X. Y. Z

- A Mysterions Tragedy.

[&reenville News, August 15th]

Thomas J, Cureton is ‘a.respegtable
and well known farmer who lives in
‘Grove township, nine.miles from the
¢ity, on what is known as the. *old
‘Adamg’ mill” place. His houo is about
280 ynrds.from the Reedy. River where
itis yet dammed for & mill which has
becn abandoned. - Mrs. Cureton .is .a
daughter of John Adams, of this city,
and like her hnsband has & number of
relatives lwmg heie, all people ol" lhe
hlghastrreapecluhllt‘l\r. 5

On': Friday Mr. and ‘Mﬁ, (‘gareton

came to'the city, lesvmg the house and.l
sheir younger chi!dren in charye of their

duughter Mary A Cureton, known as
“Mamie,t t~handsbmo girl of eighteen
yoars, “Acsording to the tostimony of
or.e of the children,: 'Y girl of .ten years,
a young' whim man drove to the Cure-
ton’s gate in & buggy about 10 0 relock
in the moringand handed M’amie. who
went to him, & note.. The ohild over-
heard him u_r lomething about meeti ng
aomebudyﬁ NG

R 'm'r.mlvnn u' onl o'e:.ocx 2

By regults ?

the children, Iem ag
with them a handsome gold ring that
her father had given her and putting on
her finger a plain black gutta pereha
ring. She then kissed them good bye,
saying she was going off to be married
and left.  They made some attempt to
follow or detain her but were repulsed.
When Mr. and BMrs. Cureton returned
ot night they were astonished and dis-
tressed by finding theiv danghter gone,
and by jhe account they received from
the children of her departure. She
had no love aflair that they knew of, but
they were forced to balieve that she had
run off to be married, although they
were at a loss to imagine who sha had
gone with. A messenger was seut to
the nearest preacher, but no information
was received and nothing more could be
done unlil yesterday morning. Then
the direction in whieh the missing girl
was going when last seen was obtained
from the children and search was began.
In a path leading through a cotton ficld
to the river Miss Cureton’s tracks were
tound. They were followed easily in the
soft ground to

trinkets among

THE BUINK OF THE RIVER

where a high and stecp bank leads down
to the deepest part of the mill pond,
the water being about ten feet deep
there.  Down this bank there were dis-
tinct marks of the heels of her shoes
where she had slid from the top to the
water, apparently stunding straight with
her feet close together. The neighbors
were called, and with poles and hooks
made for_the occasion the pond was
carefully dragged. After a long and
trying search, impeded much by logs
and bushes which have accumulated in
the pond,
THE BODY WAS FOUND

about 100 feet down the river from the
place on the bank described above. It
was brought to the surface by a pole
which had caught in the drest. The
The young lady had apparently died
peacefully and without pain. There was
no distoretion of the face and the arms
were crossed on the breast as if arranged
fer the burial. Everthing about the body
was just as Miss Curgton bad left ber
home for the last time.

THE CORONER'S INQUEST.

Coroner McBee was notified by W,
Lenderman, who found the body, and
immediately went to the scene of the
tragedy. A jury of intelligent citizens
was summoned and the inquest was be-
gun. Dr. G. Tupper Swandale, of this
city, made a carcful examination of the
body. He found that death had been
caused by drowning and that there had

been no other injury, and his autopsy [’

and evidence based on it fuiled to give
the least ‘elne to the mystery. The
facts already given were brought out by
the testimony. The closest examination
of the place where Miss Curcton evi-
dently went into the water failed to dis-

.cover any track but her's or the least

evidence of & struggle. Her father and
mother testified that she had at times
during her life been in a condition of
mind in which she did not have the full
use of her faculties, although she had
never been violent or really insane. It

| would have been easy enough to con-

clude from this that the unfortunate girl
had gone to the rivgr while suffering
from a slight attack of insanity and
fallen in aceidently or purposely drown-
ed herself. DBut the case was made
mysterious and the jury was perplexed
by tne story of
JTAE STRANGE MAN FROM THF OITY,

the note and the ¢onversation about the
meeting at the river, told by the child..

Close and sharp examination failed to|

‘shnke Fer evidence.. 'I'he statement gshe

bad fivst mude was stuck to cvery detail}

so faithfully as to carry conviction of its
trath. The grwl‘ stricken parents could
give no ‘idea of who the man ‘was or
what was in the note, which could rot

‘bo found anywhere, No man had boen Dhuuliul mbm

purtiuuhrl»y attentive to lhsa .Gureto‘n

and it would have been almost jmpossi-| pén

T will surely rain, . T see with Sor

was merely a concidence, that it wa.s.
somebody on business with Mr. Cure< -
ton, and that the child got the fragmont

of conversation she overheard confusali:.,"_
with something her sister said, or with
her subsequent departure for the nver
atone o'clock. If this be true, publica
tion of the facts ought to bring an ex-
planation, and it will be evident that
the trageﬂy was the result of accident o
design in the time of mental distractio
Otherwise the mystery will remain, fé¢
it cannot be imagined what person woul,
have a motive for luring Miss Cureto
to the river bank to murder her or ‘ho
t.mnurder could have been commit ed
without a trace of murder or st'mggb‘f

being left. Another theory that Mia

Cureton may have really gone to meet
some friend and fallen into the rive:
while waiting is met by-the fact that no
body was seen in the neighborhood an
that no affair of tha kind could have:
been carried to that length without tha:
knowledge of the family. Smypathy for
the relatives of the dead girl is gene
and deep, and as deep, as is the hope |
that the uncertainty surrounding”
death may yet be clenrcd up.

Signs of Rain, s

Dr. Edward Jenner, the famoull .
lish physician, was once asked hy
friend to take a long walk next day, Dy
Jenner declined on the plea that ijt
going to rain. He made a rhyming - list
of the signs whereby he looked for. mn.
to come. He based it on the actionsof
animals. Afterwards Charles Darwin:
the great naturalist, watched the anj
named and found that before a rain th
acted in every case in the manner
by the verses. It will interest all bo;
and girls who like to study nature .
their own account, to watch for th
themselves : !

The hollow winds begin to !ﬂow, X

The cloudb are black, the glass 1s

Last night the sun went pale to"'
The moon in halos hid her head;-
The boding shepherd heaves a gigh,
For, see ! a rainbow spans the sky. °
The walls arc damp, the ditches smell
Ulosed is the pink-eyed pimernel,
Hark, how tho chairs and tables ¢
Old Betty’s nerves are on the ra
Loud quacks the duck, the peacocks cry;
The distant hills are seeming, nigh. i
How restless aye the snorting swine:
The busy flies disturb the kine. "

The ericket, too, how sharp he smg@ T
Puss on the hearth, with velvet pawsy =18

Sits wiping o’cr her whiskerad juis
Throughjthe clear streams the fishes rige,

Illumed the dewy delt last night
At dusk the squalid toad was secn
Hopping and crawling o'er the geee
The whirling dust the wind obeﬂ,
And in the rapid eddy plays. - -
The frog has changed his yellow vost
And in a russet coat is dregsed
Though June, the air is cold an

My dog so altered in his taste, |
Quits matton bones ‘on- grass
And sec yon rooks, howodd thuif
T'hey imitate -the gliding kite,'
And seem precipitate to fall, - *
As if they felt the piercing bal

Our jaunt must be put oﬁ’ lo-mo

When youare constipated, with fns
Kletlte, headache, . také’ one af Dy,
Lean’s Little Liver aud Kidney
They are pleasant to. bnko and- m.ll ol

5 conts a vial. = ;

VB tlut

Don't uu;:ruulf piinthro
the right side and's m:l er blade; thatystion
Iness of skin und, whites of the oyes, 8

urred a rance of the tongue, Lhi

had cntlg?-?are of little accongt.: of v?ﬂ
them{uh"u; much botl.er tnko Dr,

Pelly medy the gmubte. 25a-'.l or’

fura t‘l

bla for her, living. st home and ‘a8 quiét- | oning Cordial
ly as-she did, to-have bad friends who i "%iu

were unknown 1o the ohilduu or could|

not be'recognizeu frou their. “description,

Her good charaster wasbeyond & whis- | :
l-_"tl:a oﬂde‘nch..m e

per of queqti&n. and al
went to prove.
donbt a8 P




